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BGSU Research Conference celebrates achievement, offers
guidance
The University celebrated the acccmplishments of its researchers, scholars and those in
creative endeavors at the fifth annual BGSU Research Conference Nov. 2 and 3.
"Over the past five years, since the first research conference took place, BGSU has received
over $85 million to support sponsored programs and research," Dr. Heinz Bulmahn, dean of
the Graduate College and vice provost for research, told those at the Nov. 2 luncheon. ~at
is an average of $17 million each yeJr.
"Also over the past five years, federal appropriations for targeted research at BGSU have
more than tripled, totaling $3.5 million in the past fiscal year alone. Currently, these funds
support photochemical sciences, environmental research and alternative energy."
In addition, "our research centers have continued to enjoy grovlth and success," he said.
Highlighting the annual conference was the presentation of two of the University's premier
research awards: the Olscamp Research Award, given to Dr. Neocles Leontis, chemistry, and
the Outstanding Young Scholar Award. presented to Dr. Susan Brown, sociology.

Olscamp award goes to Leontis for RNA research
Dr. Neocles Leontis, chemistry, has received the Olscamp Research Award for 2006. Given
annually to a faculty member for outstanding scholarly or creative accomplishments during
the previous three years, the award includes a $2,000 cash prize and a reserved parking spot
for a year.
Leontis, who has been at BGSU since 1987, has devoted his career to studying the very
building blocks of life: DNA (deoxyribonucleic acid) and RNA (ribonucleic acid)-their
structures, functions and interactions. Using physical, chemical, biological and theoretical
methods, he has not only made significant discoveries himself, but his work has helped other
researchers around the world classify and integrate the knowledge they are producing.
"He is an acknowledged expert in nucleic acid structure," wrote nominator and research
collaborator Dr. Helen Berman, a professor of chemistry and chemical biology at Rutgers University and director of the Protein Data Bank. "His very careful analysis of the available data
has led to novel representations of RNA structures."
Leontis is particularly well known for the development of an RNA base-pair classification
system that has been adopted by the Nucleic Acid Database, the international repository for
RNA 3-dimensional structures. Developed in collaboration with Dr. Eric Westhof, director of
the lnstitut Universaire de France, the classification is one of the building blocks for creating
an RNA ontology. or naming system, according to chemistry department chair Dr. Michael
Ogawa
In recognition of his work in developing a nomenclature for RNA structures, the international
RNA Society selected Leontis to lead the RNA Ontology Consortium. Begun in 2005, the fiveyear project is funded by a $500,000 National Science Foundation grant and is one of its Research Coordination Networks, whose goals are to "encourage and foster interaction among
scientists" and to facilitate "innovative ideas for implementing novel networking strategies."
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The ontology consortium is developing a common vocabulary and scientific concepts relating RNA structure and function to allow RNA scientists worldwide to communicate with one
another and to integrate different kinds of information they obtain about RNA molecules. That
will make it easier to turn molecular information into useful knowledge that can help scientists
understand how different cells grow and develop as they do.
While some researchers focus on the sequences of RNA molecules, others study their 3-D
structures. A major focus of the project will be to integrate the databases of RNA sequences
and 3-D structure.
MSince the start of the grant, several meetings have been held in various parts of the wortd
and, now, several laboratories are working together on the RNA ontology, each taking charge
of an aspect of RNA structure," wrote Westhof. "This is a complex and delicate enterprise for
which Neocles is gaining further respect and reputation."
Added Berman, "Much of the success of this effort is due to the leadership, energy, vision
and intellectual contributions of Neocles Leontis."
Leontis has experience in both the sequences of RNA molecules and their 3-D structures.
Methods he has developed for analyzing and classifying RNA structures have been adopted
internationally to advance RNA structure prediction and simulation and RNA sequence
analysis.
Another collaborator, Dr. Biao Ding of Ohio State University, wrote of Leontis's lsostericity Matrix that it "allows a researcher to predict the 3D structure of an RNA motif without
experimentation." Leontis and Ding recently published results of a biological experiment
testing Leontis's matrix in the prestigious Journal of Virology. The piece "received enthusiastic reviews for its novelty and expected high impact," said Ding. The two later presented the
work at the American Society for Virology to great interest from both plant and animal virologists, Ding said, and several virologists have contacted Leontis for help investigating the 3-D
structures of their viral RNA motifs.
Leontis is affiliated with the BGSU Center for Biomolecular Sciences and the Northwest Ohio
Bioinformatics Consortium, and is known internationally for his work on RNA structural bioinformatics (the field of science in which biology, computer science and information technology
merge). His work is supported by the National Institutes for Health and the American Chemical Society.

Susan Brown is 2006 Outstanding Young Scholar
Her research of cohabitation, and particularty its effects on children, brought Dr. Susan Brown
notice as an outstanding young scholar long before she received the BGSU award of the
same name.
The Young Scholar award helps enhance the academic career of junior faculty by providing
discretionary funds for the support of future scholarly activities. It brings a $1 ,000 credit to
the recipient's discretionary research account, in addition to a $2,000 cash award.
In 2003, the family demographer received a five-year Mentored Research Scientist Development Award from the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development for study of
MChildren's Developmental Outcomes in Cohabiting Unions."
MNo other faculty member at BGSU has received this award," notes Dr. Wendy Manning, one
of Brown's mentors in the award program, in a letter nominating her sociology colleague for
the Outstanding Young Scholar honor on campus.
The national institute typically grants only eight new awards in any given year, adds Man-
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ning, explaining that the purpose "is to encourage young scholars to branch out into a new
discipline and conduct new research that is interdisciplinary."
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Integrating sociology and developmental psychology, Brown's project has allowed her "to
make significant and innovative contributions to our understanding of children's well-being in
the United States," according to Manning, also the director of BGSU's Center for Family and
Demographic Research (CFDR).
In a research statement, Brown points out that while much of the study is ongoing, findings
so far have generally indicated that "cohabitation is not an ideal setting for child development" and that children in cohabiting families fare worse than their counterparts in married
families in several areas. including academic. psychological. behavioral and economic.
"It is likely that children in cohabiting families face cumulative risks not only due to low levels
of parental psychological well-being. but also to low socioeconomic status and high levels of
relationship instability, all of which may compromise children's development," she theorizes.
Brown's work on cohabitation and children "is widely known; there is no doubt that she is
already among the nation's leading experts," writes Or. Gary Lee. sociology chair, in another
nomination letter.
The importance of her national award "cannot be overstated," Lee maintains. "This grant is
really an investment in the scholar rather than in a particular research project, and as such
reflects the confidence of the scientific community in the promise of her future career."
In 2004, Brown and Lee received National Institute on Aging funding to examine cohabitation
among people over age 50-"an area where few o!hers have ventured," Lee says.
They have explored predictors of union fonnation and dissolution among the target population, as well as their sociodemographic characteristics and psychological well-being as opposed to peers who are married or don't have partners.
The psychological study revealed that married men tend to fare much better, on average.
than cohabiting men and women, and married women, "all of whom report similarly high
levels of depressive symptoms," notes Brown, a BGSU faculty member since 1998 and associate director of the CFDR.

As a whole, she continues. the project "is designed to establish the groundwork necessary to
motivate a larger-scale investigation of these emerging trends and their consequences for a
new generation of aging adults."
"She is certainly the premier researcher in the country on this issue today," adds Lee about
his colleague. "She has a wonderful national reputation. Her work on cohabitation has broken
new ground."
Brovm "will move the field forward" with her work on cohabitation and child well-being, concurs Manning, who also joins Lee in praise of Brown's teaching and publications in leading
journals. "She is involved in '.nnovative research that pushes beyond the boundaries of prior
studies of the effects of families on children."

U.S. EPA honors Heinlen for mercury minimization efforts
The success of what began as a campus program has earned its director an honor from the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

BGSLJ

David Heinlen recently received the Champion Award for his contributions to the agency's
National Partnership for Environmental Priorities (NPEP) program via BGSU's Bemental
Mercury Collection and Reclamation Program.
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According to the agency, the award "recognizes individuals who not only lead their own
organization's efforts in waste minimization, but also reach outside their organizations to
discover and promote other opportunities to achieve additional NPEP goals."
BGSU started the mercury collection and reclamation program. led by Heinlen. the University's safety and health coordinator, in January 1998. Nearly nine years later, more than
14,600 pounds of the potent neurotoxin have been collected free of charge from individuals,
academic institutions. small businesses. governmental agencies, and industrial, medical
and dental facilities. A "priority pollutant" for USEPA, mercury is present in many everyday
items-thermometers, for instance-and poses a significant health risk when inhaled.
"When we first started, we wanted to do what we could to get the material out of the
University," recalled Heinlen, whose work also helped the program earn a National Safety
Council award in 2003. The effort then expanded through Ohio counties and the entire state,
he added. noting, for example, an exchange program in which grant money paid for digital
thermometers to replace 8,500 mercury thermometers in 22 southeast Ohio counties.
Now. "we collect mercury from all over," including the five states that border Ohio plus Illinois,
Wisconsin, Nebraska, Texas, Tennessee and Georgia, he said. And an inquiry was recently
received about 85 pounds of mercury in a Sacramento, Calif., dental office.
"The strength of the program is the partners" who help with collection of the material, some
of which is reclaimed for use in devices such as barometers and industrial temperature and
pressure gauges, Heinlen explained.
In presenting the award, the USEPA expressed "congratulations and appreciation to Joe
Rader of Rader Environmental Services for his assistance in BGSU's efforts." In addition to
that Findlay business, the University's partners include the five Ohio EPA district offices; the
Ohio Spill Planning, Prevention and Emergency Response Association, and Toledo Environmental Services, which removes elemental mercury in Toledo.
In 2004. Bowling Green became the first university partner in the National Partnership for
Environmental Priorities. then called the National Waste Minimization Partnership Program.
Last year, BGSU received an Achievement Award as the partnership's first Mercury Challenge
Supporter. having posed-and met-a challenge to collect at least 3,000 pounds of mercury
over three years. The program is well on its way to meeting a second challenge, to reach the
15,350-pound mark by April 2008.
"There's plenty more out there," said Heinlen, adding that an effort is under way to establish
"clone programs" in the other eight USEPA regions nationwide. "If we were able to assist in
the development of programs in the others, that would be great."

National service-learning expert visits Wednesday
The newly created Office of Service Leaming, established by President Ribeau this fall as
part of the Organizing for Engagement Initiative, kicks off its efforts Wednesday (Nov. 8) with
a visit to campus by one of the preeminent scholars in the field, Dr. Barbara Holland, director
of the National Service Leaming Clearinghouse.
The faculty is invited to a workshop with Holland from 3:30-5:30 p.m. that day in 207 BowenThompson Student Union.
Holland will also meet with deans, key administrators and faculty, and the President's Committee on Service Leaming during her day on campus.

BGSU

In addition to serving as director of the national clearinghouse, which is federally funded
by the Learn and Serve America program of the Corporation for National and Community
Service, Holland has several faculty appointments in the United States and Australia. She is a
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frequent speaker and prolific author on community-based student learning and the co-author
of the national Campus Compact's recent 20th- anniversary document looking toward the
next 20 years in service learning.
The clearinghouse is a "great resource for best practices, fact sheets and publications, in addition to containing a huge online library," said Dr. Jane Rosser. organizer of the event Rosser
began as director of the service learning office Sept 1 and has a joint appointment with the
College of Arts and Sciences and the provost's office.
Formerly of Partnerships for Community Action and Wood County Corps, she is aiso a member of the service learning committee, which is chaired by Dr. Bob Midden. director of the
Chapman Community and Partners in Context and Community.
Charged by the president in May 2005, the committee has recently submitted its recommendations for formalizing a definition of service learning for BGSU and incorporating service
learning into coursework across campus, particularly in BGeXperience and BG Perspective
classes.
The new Office of Service Leaming is located in 309A University Hall. For more information
on Holland's visit, call Rosser at 2-9288.

Western aid ineffective against poverty: NYU professor
Do Western aid efforts end poverty?
According to Dr. William Easterly, the answer is no. Speaking to a capacity crowd at Olscamp
Hall recently, the New York University professor and BGSU alumnus asserted that current aid
models reflect the West's illusions of grandeur and are not only condescending, racist and
elitist, but also largely ineffective.
Hosted by BGSU's economics department and the Center for Regional Development, Easterly discussed his newest book, White Man's Burden: Why the West's Efforts to Aid the Rest
Have Done So Much Ill and So Little Good. Needling Rudyard Kipling's White Man's Burden,
Easterly outlined the folly of imposing utopian Western solutions on the complex problems of
world poverty.

Also a senior fellow at the Center for Global Development, Easterly graduated from BGSU
in 1979 and earned a Ph.D. from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. He was a senior
research economist at the World Bank for more than 16 years and the author of the influential
book. The Busive Quest for Growth: Economists· Adventures and Misadventures in the
Tropics.
He discussed what he calls the twin tragedies of global poverty. The first is that so many
people are seemingly fated to live miserable lives and die early deaths. The second is that
after 50 years and more than $2.3 trillion in aid from the West addressing the first tragedy,
there is so shockingly little to show for it. We'll never solve the first tragedy, he insisted, unless we figure out the second.
Easterly explained that institutions such as the World Bank. the International Monetary Fund
OMF) and the United Nations have racked up dismal success rates because they focus on
churning out thousands of pages of idealistic plans that provide neither accountability nor
feedback. Without analysis and accountability, these ill-fated strategies are never abandoned
or revised.

BGSU

As evidence of his conclusion, Easterly offered an economic analysis that showed that
despite one big idea after another and spending rr.ore than $2.3 trillion over the past five
decades, the majority of places where the West has intervened are no better off than they
were before aid efforts. In some cases. he showed they are even worse off then before. He
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The key flaw in current aid efforts, Easterly asserted, is the emphasis on "planners" rather
than "searchers." Planners seek to impose solutions from the top down, while searchers
adapt to the cultural, political and bureaucratic realities of a foreign land from the bottom
up. He said that continued focus on large plans. rather than meaningful grass-roots efforts.
dooms us to repeat the tragedies of the past 50 years. where utopian goals focus aid efforts
on unfeasible tasks. ir.stead of the feasible tasks that will do some good.
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He offered scathing criticism of public figures such as Bono and author Jeffrey Sachs (The
End of Poverty) who are using their platfonns to promote still more grandiose but empty
plans to make poverty history. Easterly emphasized that we should not abandon aid to the
poor, but should enlist scores of searchers to make sure aid actually reaches people in need.
He bade his audience to embrace the words of Robert Kennedy:
"It is from numberless diverse acts of courage and belief that human history is shaped. Each
time a man stands up for an ideal. or acts to improve the lot of others, or strikes out against
injustice. he sends forth a tiny ripple of hope, and crossing each other from a million different
centers of energy and daring, those ripples build a current which can sweep down the mightiest walls of oppression and resistance."

Reception today to honor campaign donors
The campus community is invited to celebrate the success of the 2006 BGSU United Way
including Northwest Ohio Community Shares fund-raising effort at 4 p.m. today (Nov. 6) in
McFall Center Gallery.
Each fall, the campaign Steering Committee reaches out to faculty, staff and students to give
generously to local charities that help make a difference in northwest Ohio. Once again, the
BGSU community extended unprecedented support and made it possible for the University
to give back to our communities. The 2006 Steering Committee is proud to announce the
extraordinary achievement of $106,864 in giving. The total includes a generous contribution
from BGSU Firelands.
The grand-prize drawing for the Dell Laptop ($100 pledges or more) and an iPod Nano will be
held at the reception.

IN BRIEF
Lou Holtz to speak at Falcon Club luncheon
Coaching legend and ESPN college football analyst Lou Holtz will be the featured speaker
at a luncheon to benefit the Sebo Athletic Center, Wednesday (Nov. 15) in Perry Field House.
Holtz is scheduled to be part of the broadcast team that will call the BGSU/Miami contest on
ESPN2 later that evening.
"We are honored that Coach Holtz has taken time out of his schedule to talk to the many
college football fans in this area." said Athletics Director Greg Christopher. "Coach Holtz and
Bob Sebo's friendship is the reason we were able to put this together. and we are grateful to
both gentlemen for their support."

BGSL,

Cost to attend is $60 per person, $50 for Falcon Club members. $30 for students or $400 for
a table of 8. For more information. contact the Falcon Club at 2-7100.
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CALENDAR
Mond3y. Nov. 6
BGSU Firelands Event, poets Chad Prevost, Angie Estes and Dennis Hinrichsen,
featured in the anthology Evensong: Contemporary American Poets on Spirituality,
12:30 p.m., 115 West Building. Sponsored
by the Firelands Writing Center and the
humanities department
ICS Artists and Scholars in Residence
Series, "Of Mimicry and Happy Lives: The
Transnational Stories of Brunei Indians," by
Dr. Sridevi Menon, ethnic studies, 3 p.m.,
207 Bowen-Thompson Student Union.
Hosted by the Institute for the Study of
Culture and Society.
Sky Bank/Edward and Linda Reiter
Endowed Lecture, "The Importance of Mission, VISion, Value and Belief in Business."
by Clayton Mathile, former lams president
and CEO, 5 p.m .• 206 Union.
ARTalk, by Dr. Cecily Hilsdale. art history
at Northwestern University, 6:30 p.m .• 1101
Fine Arts Center.
Lecture, "Body Image Is a Multicultural
Issue," by Kathy Kater, author and psychotherapist. 7 p.m., 202B Union. Sponsored
by the School of Communication Studies
and Wood County Hospital.
Concert, by Brazilian jazz Trio da Paz, 8
p.m., Bryan Recital Hall, Moore Musical Arts
Center.
Tuesday. Nov. 7
Faculty Senate, 2:30 p.m .• McFall Assembly Room.
Concert, by Jazz Guitar and Vocal Jazz
ensembles, directed by Chris Buzzelli, 8
p.m., Bryan Recital Hall, Moore Musical Arts
Center.
Movie, "You. Me and Dupree," 9 p.m.,
Union Theater.
Wednesday. Nov. 8

BGSU

Brown Bag Luncheon, "Immigration
Issues: A Northwest Ohio Perspective,"
by Michael Urritia and Viola Gomez, Rural
Opportunities. Inc., noon-1 p.m., 107 Hanna
Hall.
Planetarium Observatory Viewing, Transit
of Mercury, see the planet Mercury line up
with the sun, 3-5 p.m .• BGSU Planetarium
Observatory, 112 Physical Sciences Lab
Building. Will only occur if skies are clear.
Professional Development Workshop, by
Dr. Barbara Holland, director of the National
Service Leaming Clearinghouse, 3:30-5:30
p.m., 207 Union. Sponsored by the

Office of Service Learning and the Center
for Teaching, Learning and Technology. To
register, email slbgsu@bgnet.bgsu.edu or
call 2-9865.
Men's Basketball (Exhibition) vs. Capital, 7
p.m., Anderson Arena.
Faculty Artist Series, with guitarist Chris
Buzzelli and guest artist Frank Vignola,
guitar, 8 p.m., Bryan Recital Hall. Moore
Musical Arts Center.
Violence and Art Film Series, "Blue Velvet"
(1986), directed by David Lynch, 9 p.m., 204
Fine Arts Center.
Thursday. Nov. 9
Administrative Staff Council, 1:30-3 p.m.,
308 Union.
International Film Series, .. Verdict on Auschwitz" (1993). Germany. 7:30 p.m., Gish
Film Theater, Hanna Hall.
Student Composers' Forum, showcasing works by undergraduate and graduate
composition students, 8 p.m., Bryan Recital
Hall, Moore Musical Arts Center.
Friday. Nov. 10
Veterans Day, classes canceled and offices
closed.
Swimming vs. Ball State, 6 p.m., Cooper
Pool, Student Recreation Center.
Movie, .. You, Me and Dupree," 6:30 and 9
p.m., Union Theater.
Saturday. Nov. 11
Men's Basketball vs. Denison. 2 p.m.,
Anderson Arena.
Concert, by Men's Chorus, "A Salute to
American Veterans," directed by William
Skoog, 8 p.m .• Kobacker Hall, Moore Musical Arts Center. Tickets are $8 for students
and senior citizens and S10 for other adults.
To order, call 2-8171.
Sund;:iy. Nov. 12
Concert, by A Cappella Choir and University Women's Chorus, directed by Sandra
Frey Stegman. 3 p.m .• Kobacker Hall.
Moore Musical Arts Center.
Movie, "You. Me and Dupree." 9 p.m .•
Union Theater.
Continuing Events
Through Nov. 7

Art Exhibition, paintings by Judie Krew,
Little Gallery, BGSU Firelands. Gallery hours
are 9 a.m.-5 p.m. weekdays.
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Nov. 6-8

Through Nov. 19

Art Exhibition, paintings by Michael Arrigo,
art, Kennedy Green Room, Moore Musical
Arts Center. Hours are 8 a.m. -5 p.m. Monday-Friday.

> Job Postings

Auditions for .. Cabaret," 6-9 p.m. Nov. 6
and 7. To sign up for an audition, visit the
call board across from the theatre and film
department office in South Hall. Call-backs
are Nov. 8 at 6 p.m.
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Nov. 9-Dec. 2

Art Exhibitions, .. MEME.GARDEN," by Mary
Flanagan and Daniel C. Howe, and "Membranes-Margins-Disruptions," by Joan Livingstone, Dorothy Uber Bryan Gallery, Fine
Arts Center. Gallery hours are 10 am.-4 p.m.
Tuesday-Saturday and 1-4 p.m. Sundays.
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Art Exhibition, "Reflections through Print: A
Chapman Community Service Learning Project," Union Art Galleries. Exhibition hours are
8 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday-Saturday and 10
a.m. to 9 p.m. Sundays.

Through Nov. 19

Through Nov. 17

Through Nov. 22

Art Exhibition, "Hands Dancing," works by
artists from Cape Breton Island. Nova Scotia,
in the Arts Village. Compton Hall, Kreischer
Quadrangle. Hours are 2:30-6 p.m. Thursday-Saturday or by special request.

Planetarium Show, "Once in a Blue Moon,"
8 p.m. Tuesdays and Fridays and 7:30 p.m.
Sundays, BGSU Planetarium, 112 Physical
Sciences Lab Building. $1 donation suggested. Stargazing follows planetarium show
on Fridays and Sundays if weather pennits.

JOB POSTINGS

FACULTY

Arts and Sciences College Office. Tenured
Faculty. Call Don Nieman. 2-2340. Deadline:
Nov. 10.

and attach an updated resume or data sheet.
This infonnation must be turned in to Human
Resources by the job deadline.
CLASSIFIED

Geography. Instructor. Call Arthur Sarnel,
2-2925. Deadline: Feb. 15.

On-campus classified:
http://www.bgsu.edu/offices/ohr/employment/BGSU_only/page11151.html

Contact the Office of Human Resources at
419-372-8421 for information regarding classified and administrative positions. Position
vacancy announcements may be viewed by
visiting the HR Web site at http://www.bgsu.
edu/offices/ohr/.

Off-campus classified:
bttp://www.bgsu.edu/offices/ohr/employmentlcl_staff/page11145.html

Employees wishing to apply for these positions must sign a .. Request for Transfer" fonn

ADMINISTRATIVE
http://www.bgsu.edu/offices/ohr/employment/adm_staff/page11137.html

OBITUARY
Dortha Ruth Ickes, 91, died Oct. 25 in Custar. She was retired from banquet services at the
University.
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Barbara Ketner, 72, died Oct. 30 in Bowling Green. She worked at BGSU for 35 years, first
as a secretary for basketball coach Harold Anderson and later in the payroll department,
retiring in 1993.

